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University of Portsmouth, 14th-16th April 2016 
To mark the 400th Anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, the Centre for Studies in Literature and the 
Centre for European and International Studies Research at the University of Portsmouth are 
holding a conference on ‘Shakespearean Communities’ celebrating Shakespeare’s life, work and 
influence. A wealth of scholarship has explored Shakespeare and his contemporary world, where 
communities were being created, contested and redefined. The persecution of religious minorities, 
the discovery of the new world, the growing importance of the mercantile class and the spread of 
the printed text, tested and redrew ideas of community and fellowship.  Subsequently, too, 
Shakespeare’s work has provoked and created new communities of audience and performers in a 
variety of formats, from the stage to the text to the screen. Indeed, Shakespeare continues to 
provide different ways in which academics and theatre practitioners can work with communities. 
The conference organisers, from the English Literature and History Departments at Portsmouth, 
aim to bring together scholars working on various aspects of Shakespeare’s - or Shakespearean - 
communities, to reassess the ways in which community helps us to think about/reassess the 
legacy of his work. Confirmed keynote speakers are Professor John Drakakis, Professor Russell 
Jackson and Dr Felicity Heal. 

The conference is open to scholars at all academic stages and those working from a variety of 
disciplinary perspectives (Literature, History, Adaptation, Film Studies and beyond). We would also 
welcome submissions from theatre and visual art practitioners with an interest in ‘Shakespearean 
Communities’.  We invite delegates to submit abstracts on all aspects of this theme, including but 
not restricted to: 

 

• Early Modern Theatrical Communities 
• Local Communities in Shakespeare’s England	
   
• Religious Communities 
• Legal communities 
• National and/or ethnic communities 
• Textual communities 
• Communities of family and friendship 
• Writing Communities: Shakespeare’s influence & afterlives 
• Artists and Illustrators of Shakespeare 
• Acting Communities: Performers of Shakespeare,  

past & present  
 

Please submit proposals of 250-300 words for papers of no more than 20 minutes to Dr Jessica 
Dyson, Dr Katy Gibbons, Dr Fiona McCall and Dr Bronwen Price at shakespearean-
communities@port.ac.uk  by 15th January 2016. 


